I’l ^:RID()IM^Y I A OK I'Hl I ESSI R AN I'll I.ES 



('iei)rtie Rroctor dl the Institute of Jamaiea has been stiidvitm the 
pterick^phytes of the l esser (and (ireater) Antilles lor many years. 
His eontribiition to the Flora of the Lesser Anfilles relleets his lonu 
and close I'amiliaritN' with the group he treats, espeeially during his 
e.xtensixe field e.xplorations. The book is e.xcellent and will be wel- 


eomed b\' all interested in the lerns and fern allies, tropical .Amer¬ 
ican flora and in plant geography. While there are technical details 
that pteridologists can disagree with, these do not relate to the 
oxerall uselulness of the treatment. 

Keys to the families, genera and species are proxided. as are an 
illustration for each genus (one or more species), and full descrip¬ 
tions and synonymx'. The general range ol each species, and the 
detailed distribution and eeoloex’ in the Lesser Antilles are also in¬ 


cluded. I he taxa reeoeni/ed include 



fa in dies. 6S iienera and 


.^Ot) species and major geographic xarieties. The largest genera are 
Ilii'lvpieri.s (.^5 species). Trichonunu's, (iranimiiis and Folypocliunt 
{22 species each) and Flapho^lossuni (21 species). The islands xvith 
the richest lloras are (luadeloupe xvith 212 species. Martinique xvith 
2I<S species and Dominica xvith 194 species. 

A briel account ol the btxtanical exploration of the Lesser An¬ 
tilles indicates the major role that both (ieorge Rroeti^r and Rich¬ 
ard lloxvard haxe played in the field vxork that forms the basis of 
our present knoxviedee ol the flora. The author has collected ferns 


(Ml L^. and lloxxard on 11. of the 21 islands that haxe a pterido- 
phyte llora. I he third most xxidely traveled collector in the region 
xxas .laequin xvho xisited the islands in 1759. 

I he Lesser .Antilles do not support a rich pteridophyte flora 
(.lamaiea has almost txxiee as many species) and the species en¬ 
demism ol I4D is not high, lloxvexer. they tio represent a critical 
region ku tropical American plant geography, fhex form an are 
betxveen the older and Ikuistieally richer areas of northern South 
.America and the (ireater Antilles. Accordinulx’ the role of the 

i. • 

I csscr Antilles as a route ot migration is of unusual interest. 
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The “f^tcridophyta of the I csscr Antilles" not only provides for 
basie needs of elassification and identification, but also (for the 
first time) a basis for biogeographic studies of the whole archipelago. 
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